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and the dynastic ambitions and patriotic and religious fervor
of the Continental states, which brought them to the ex-
tremities of economic confusion and industrial decay, and so
left the English free to make a doubtfully efficient use of
an unparalleled and irretrievable opportunity. In respect
of their economic interests and the advancement of tech-
nology, the interval from the accession of Elizabeth to the
close of the Napoleonic era may, for the peoples of Con-
' tmental Christendom, be set down under the rubric of, The
Years that the Locust hath Eaten. For the English the mid-
dle half of the same interval is occupied with a sluggish ad-
vance by inertia.
But the time so allowed the English for the acquirement
of the technological wisdom of Continental Christendom,
and for the unimpeded usufruct of it, exceeds the corre-
sponding time allowance of Imperial Germany by some six-
fold, and the enforced rate of utilisation and transition to
a new scheme would be correspondingly temperate. The
new scheme of habituation in the material arts of life would
accordingly have a more adequate chance to work out its
consequences in the way of a revision of the community's
habits of thought on other heads; the technological institu-
tions so taken into the scheme of life would enforce their
discipline upon the population that so became addicted to
this new economic situation, and would bend their think-
ing on other matters in consonance with the frame of mind
inbred in the industrial system.
The system which the English borrowed and worked out
into its farther consequences was the system of handicraft
and petty trade, and the frame of mind native or normal to